Deafblindness – Make a difference in 5 minutes 
We want to know about your training needs

The Diploma in Deafblind Studies - Who’s it for?

A 2-year, part time, academic programme, the Diploma has been developed by leading UK charities that support people with sensory impairments.  The course leads to the only university accredited qualification aimed at professionals responsible for developing and delivering services to deafblind people.  Equally, it may be suitable for those seeking to extend the expertise associated with their current role.
Why a course specifically about deafblindness?

Deafblindness isn’t deafness plus blindness.  The combined effects of this unique disability impact profoundly on communication, mobility and access to information.  Some people are born deafblind, for others deafblindness is acquired.
Why is deafblindness of interest to you or your organisation?

Research shows the incidence of deafblindness is about 40 people per 100,000 of the population.  The actual number of staff working directly with people who have sensory impairments across statutory and voluntary sectors is unknown.  What is known is that the number is substantial.
Does the course make a difference?

According to our graduates and students - a resounding yes.  They tell us that that they are able to undertake their roles with a confidence and expertise that a practice based, professional qualification brings.  In addition to increased professional competence, they are like expert pebbles in the pond creating the right ripples to make sure that deafblind people get appropriate services.

So why have I written to you?

Now in its fourth round of delivery, we have secured funding to redevelop the course to make it more accessible to service providers.  That’s where you can help; tell us what you think and what you need.  Taking just a few minutes to complete the ‘tell us what you think’ questionnaire overleaf and returning it to us this week will help us to get it right for you and therefore it could help you to get it right for deafblind people.
An electronic version of the ‘tell us what you think’ questionnaire can be downloaded from the website News section at www.deafblindstudies.org.uk.

Yours sincerely

Gerard Swan

Course Development Officer
Please send return by:

Email:
gerard@deafblindstudies.org.uk
Fax:
0871 528 4628
Post:
1 Egerton Houses, South Knighton Road, LEICESTER, LE2 3LR

	Feel free to photocopy this questionnaire and share with colleagues if they too wish to send a response.  
If you want to say more, that would be helpful, please write on another sheet of paper and note the number of the question beside the additional comment you are making.  Please return by post, email or fax – details on cover letter or website.
Note - The course is worth 120 academic credits, 60 at Certificate Level or SCQF Level 7 and 60 credits at Diploma Level or SCQF Level 8.  

	1. 
	What is you role

Your name (optional) 

	2. 
	Is this a qualification that you or your organisation might benefit from?  
	yes
	no

	
	Please say why. 



	3. 
	The course is delivered over 2 years in 7 modules with each module having a cluster of associated and consecutive training days (totalling 18 days).  If you were considering purchasing a place on this course, do you think 18 days of attendance (and associated costs) is reasonable?
	yes
	no

	4. 
	What other model(s) of course delivery would be most effective for your organisation?  



	5. 
	What do you think are the benefits and disadvantages of the model(s) you have indicated?


	6. 
	Before today, had you heard about the Deafblind Studies programme?
	yes
	no

	7. 
	If you knew about the course before today please answer the following questions.  If not go to question 10.

	
	Have you or someone from your organisation been on the course?
	yes
	no

	
	If yes has attendance proved beneficial:

	
	· For deafblind people or other clients that you or your organisation works with?
	unknown
	yes
	no

	
	· For the individuals attending?
	unknown
	yes
	no

	
	· For the organisation that is paying for someone to attend?
	unknown
	yes
	no

	8. 
	Have you previously seen any advertising for the course?
	yes
	no

	
	If no how best might we have reached you?

	
	

	
	If yes, was the advertising helpful in giving information which would help you decide whether or not to purchase a place?  Please say why.

	yes
	no

	9. 
	Can you see the benefits of this course:
	
	

	
	· For deafblind people or other clients that you or your organisation works with?
	yes
	no

	
	· For the individuals attending?
	yes
	no

	
	· For the organisation that is paying for someone to attend?
	yes
	no

	10. 
	Did you know the course has a website?  (www.deafblindstudies.org.uk)
	yes
	no

	11. 
	The fee is approximately £4000 covering delivery costs over 2 years.  

	
	Would that cost prevent you from attending or sending someone on the course
	yes
	no

	
	Is the cost reasonable
	yes
	no

	
	If not how much is reasonable for such a course.
	

	
	If a purchaser, how many people would you consider sending on the course at that cost?
	

	12. 
	Would you be prepared to spend 10 minutes talking to us about your responses
	yes
	no

	
	If yes please give us a contact number

	13. 
	Do you want to be on our direct mailing list?  If yes, please send also your name, address and email.
	yes
	no











